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North American Activity

by Michael Bowne - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/north-american-activity/

The PI North America "year" revolves around our annual General Assembly Meeting (GAM) held every
September here in Scottsdale, AZ. This year's installment marks the 22nd anniversary, since the
organization was founded as the PROFIBUS Trade Organization in 1994. With the 2016 GAM now in
our rearview mirror, we can reflect on the progress made during the year leading up to, and during the
event.

To summarize, the organization remains in a strong position to continue bringing PROFIBUS and
PROFINET to the North American market. Membership numbers remain high, and even while still
running a small deficit for the year, the financial underpinnings are solid. For PI North America, we have
two objectives to complete our mission: Education and Assistance.

1. We educate the market on the benefits of the technologies through one-day training classes, 
webinars, social media and websites.

2. We assist device manufacturers in adding PROFIBUS and PROFINET to their devices through 
certified training classes, developer workshops, and plugfests.

After giving a short recap of the year to date, and the state of the organization, we took a look at the
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trends affecting industrial automation, and what the strategy is going forward. The PROFINET of Things
continues to be the foundation of our message with three main tenets: Data Access, Uptime, and
Openness. As IIoT style solutions evolve to meet end-users' needs, new technologies are emerging to
meet future needs. These include Time Sensitive Networking (TSN), the Advanced Physical Layer
(APL), and others. All were discussed at the General Assembly Meeting, and how they fit into our
ongoing strategy.

Michael Bowne
 Executive Director, PI North America

 Deputy Chairman, PI

_______________________________________________
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Industrie 4.0, TSN, & Asset Management News

by Michael Bowne - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/2016-general-assembly-meeting-wrap-up/

The General Assembly Meeting is an opportunity to meet face-to-face with members, end-users, and the
press. Principally an open forum for discussion, the event provides members with access to other
members in a noncompetitive setting. This year was particularly engaging with many
notable presentations on the current state of the organization as well as its future direction.

 Michael Bryant

PI North America Chairman of the Board Michael Bryant kicked off the meeting with a Welcome and
Introduction. During his presentation Mr. Bryant introduced themes that would become the foundation for
the rest of the gathering. He touched on the influence of millennials in our industry, how consumer
electronics are shaping the design of automation devices, and the future of industrial networking.

Executive Director Michael Bowne then took the stage to present a report on the status of the
organization and where it is headed in the next year. You can read more in the introductory article to this
issue of PROFINEWS.
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 Torsten Paulsen

Manager of the PROFI Interface Center, Torsten Paulsen, presented their results as a PI Test Lab,
Competence Center, and Training Center. This year at the Lab, 80% of devices tested have been
PROFINET (compared to PROFIBUS), and the Lab added PROFINET IRT testing services. That ratio
carries over to the number of Certified Engineers trained over the last ten years: 80% PROFINET to 20%
PROFIBUS DP/PA.

The Chairman of PI, Karsten Schneider, had much to discuss in his presentation:

News from PI
Industrie 4.0
Time Sensitive Networking (TSN)
Asset Management Record
IO-Link

Some highlights included mention of the fact that 2015 was the first year we saw more PROFINET nodes
sold than PROFIBUS nodes. FDI (the combination of FDT/DTM and EDDL) is now an IEC standard and
the tools and components are now available. There is still the potential for further cooperation, for
example in harmonizing device parameters.
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 Karsten Schneider

Within PI, we have been adding value to data for a long time by providing semantics. For example, raw
data from a temperature sensor might be "72", which provides little context. On the other hand, "72°C"
provides more useful information. Going further, "72°C currently above 70°C upper limit", gives further
value to the data. Application Profiles are one of the means by which semantic information is attached to
raw data. More Application Profiles are planned for the future; for example the Asset Management
Record, which allows users to gather such information over PROFINET in a standardized way.

TSN is another hot topic currently being addressed within PI, under our Industrie 4.0 Working Group. It
functions by standardizing in IEEE many of the features already available within PROFINET like
Synchronization, Low Latency, Robustness, and High Availability. One critical question raised was: how
are TSN networks configured? If it's a 'simple' 700 step process [note: sarcasm], then adoption might not
be as high as speculated.

Finally, the growth of IO-Link appears to have reached an inflection point where it is starting to take off.
Twenty new members joined the IO-Link Consortium so far this year, bringing the total to 132 different
companies. Currently, work is taking place to introduce IO-Link Safety and IO-Link on PROFINET. 

_______________________________________________
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2016 GAM Application Stories

by Michael Bowne - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/2016-gam-application-stories/

In addition to providing our members with a forum for discussion about past and future activities, the
General Assembly Meeting (GAM) is an opportunity to hear from end-users. End users present their
cutting edge applications using the PROFIBUS and PROFINET technologies. Of note were the number of
case studies involving wireless and safety that push the boundaries of what's imaginable through
automation.

Prism Systems

 Keith Jones

This year's keynote was from Keith Jones, President of Prism Systems. As a control systems integrator,
Prism Systems has developed broad knowledge across many industries, but in particular with theme
park rides (e.g. Disneyland, etc.). The challenges associated with automating theme park rides are
daunting. First among them is that all communication must be done wirelessly. Fortunately, PROFINET
runs just as well over wireless as it does over wired networks. Second, is the very short cycle times
needed to ensure safe operation. Since these rides transport guests via AGVs (Automated Guided
Vehicles), safety is a critical factor the faster the AGV moves. Keith presented an application story that
pushes the boundaries of what is imaginable when combining speed, safety, and wireless in a PROFINET
network.

UPM Raflatac
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David Hibbs

UPM Raflatac is a €1.4B company, and the number 2 self-adhesive label material maker in the world.
They have operations in 40 countries including 11 factories. David Hibbs is an Automation Engineer for
the company and came to the GAM to talk about PROFIsafe and sustainability. In order to protect their
workers and products from any hazardous functioning of their equipment, the company decided it was
time to invest in a better safety strategy. The process involved performing a risk assessment where it was
determined that their machines would require a system reaching the highest safety standards (PL e / Cat 4
/ SIL 3). After that, the question of implementation came with four options:

1. Hardwired Safety System
2. Programmable Safety Relays
3. Separate Failsafe and Standard PLCs
4. Combined Failsafe and Standard PLC

UPM Raflatac decided on the combined failsafe/standard PLC option with PROFIsafe for the flexibility
and sustainability it provided. In fact the title of David's presentation was "PROFINET for Future-Proof
Safety."

Taylor Winfield
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 Mike Prokop

With a legacy dating to 1882, Taylor-Winfield, is a full-service capital equipment manufacturer
specializing in ARC welding, coil joining, induction heating, and heavy material handling. Mike Prokop,
Chief Electrical Engineer presented their company's solution for the automated handling, loading, and
storage of large plastic sheeting rolls.

Previously, their customer would have to manually move, log, and retrieve the massive rolls which was
time consuming and inefficient. Rolls were often misplaced and mislabeled. A six-cell, redundant-ring
PROFINET network links 51 I/O modules, hundreds of I/O devices, two laser distance sensors, and seven
robots. Additionally, 30 lights curtains, and 20 pushbutton (e-stop) stations are linked via PROFIsafe to
the main controllers. Orders are pulled down from the MES system via OPC at the beginning of each
shift. Rolls are ordered, palletized, wrapped, and prepared for shipping. As a result, the entire operation is
"lights out" from start to finish.

Trutegra
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Mike Martin

Trutegra is a control systems integrator with particular expertise in overhead cranes, among other fields.
Mike Martin, Business Development/IT Manager, presented several applications. For one application,
four fully automated 50 ton cranes moved steel coils among 1,600 storage locations inside a 2,000 ft long
building. PROFINET communication was run along both wired and wireless networks. Interestingly, the
application called for the integration of wireless streaming video, which was run over the same network
as the PROFINET traffic.

In another application two fully automated 65 ton cranes were used in a nickel mining operation in Brazil.
Redundant wired and wireless communications were employed in addition to PROFIsafe enabled
perimeter fencing. 

_______________________________________________
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"Do Potato Chips Taste Better on PROFINET?"

by Michael Bowne - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/do-potato-chips-taste-better-on-profinet/

That was one of the questions posed during a wide-ranging panel discussion held at the 2016 General
Assembly Meeting. The panel quickly turned into the highlight of the event and touched on many forward
looking topics relating to industry, workforce development, connectivity, and edge computing.

The first question posed to the panel was: Is Industrie 4.0 / IIoT affecting your business and if so how?
Keith Jones got the conversation started by discussing domain expertise as it relates to IIoT. For him, as a
control systems integrator, manufacturers are looking for assistance leveraging their data, but need
someone with knowledge in their vertical market. Darrell Halterman, from GE Automation and Controls,
chimed in that he agreed. Who better to find that needle in a data-haystack than a company that has been
doing it for 20+ years?

 L
to R: Karsten Schneider, Darrell Halterman, Michael Bowne, Marty Jansons, Keith Jones

Workforce Development

The conversation then turned to the evolution of the control engineer and the workforce in general. While
PROFIBUS itself was quite simple in its operation, installation procedures were often the cause of error.
With Industrial Ethernet (PROFINET), those issues go away since it's just Ethernet, and is easier to
install. On the other hand, new complexities are introduced because of this fact. Since it's just Ethernet,
other traffic can reside on the same wire, so some basic IT knowledge might be needed. Therefore the
role of the control engineer is looking more like a multi-disciplinary one. They need to know how to
program a PLC plus basic networking and general computing knowledge.

Virtualization
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On this note, Marty Jansons of Siemens brought up the topic of virtualization. With the availability of
stable hypervisors and Real Time Operating Systems, the IPC (Industrial PC) could be making a
comeback. In it's heyday, the IPC was forecast to be the death knell of the PLC. What those
prognosticators forgot was the blue-screen-of-death, which is unacceptable on the factory floor. With the
proliferation of virtualization in the IT world, its beginning to make forays into the OT world
(Operational Technology world).

Edge Computing

The next topic was cloud computing, or more specifically edge computing. If we think of the PLC from
the classic see-think-do routine it takes inputs, performs some logic, sends outputs, and repeats. If that
PLC is now connected to the Internet in some fashion, what new things can we do? Most IIoT use cases
point to pulling data out of that PLC. But what about feeding data into that PLC as inputs. Internet data
points such as energy prices or weather forecasts might be taken as inputs just like any other. The PLC
then takes those Internet data points into consideration during its logic sequence. This is a real-world IIoT
use-case currently being developed by automation vendors. 

_______________________________________________
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PROFINET Device Development

by Carl Henning - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/profinet-device-development/

High quality despite variety

When a user decides on PROFINET, he has a choice of thousands of different products developed and
available worldwide today, such as I/O devices, actuators, sensors, network and infrastructure
components, and controllers. This variety gives the user maximum freedom to design his own plant and
automation systems. The device manufacturer has access to a wide range of different hardware- and
software-based basic technologies for optimal implementation of the PROFINET interface based on his
requirements. The flexibility now enjoyed by the user is also due to the fact that he can rely on
PROFINET and PROFIBUS products from different manufacturers to function smoothly in terms of
interface conformance and, in particular, in interaction with each other. This is ensured, in turn, by a
refined certification and qualification system that has been in place at PROFIBUS & PROFINET
International (PI) for approximately 25 years.

New challenges posed by Ethernet

The Ethernet-based OT communication (Operational Technology) with PROFINET opens up new
markets for many device manufacturers and enables direct connection to IT communication (Information
Technology) due to PROFINET’s openness for TCP/IP. This is reinforced by the global trend
surrounding Industrie 4.0 and the Industrial IoT. As a consequence, the data traffic in these applications is
increasing significantly. This can cause considerable stress on devices in the field. Each access to
production data, but also to diagnostic information of the network or an individual field device, must
nevertheless occur without affecting any other access.

PROFINET has always been a very robust, high-performance technology that meets the real-time
requirements of industrial automation even with high data volumes. PROFINET has prevailed in the
market due to its openness and functionality. Besides its scalable communication, other functions include
the powerful diagnostics model and the ability to co-exist with Internet protocols on the same cable.
Moreover, functions such as Shared Device and the redundancy concept have been added to the portfolio.

For integration of the various PROFINET functions, device manufacturers now have access to a large
selection of possible suppliers of basic technology, from standard Ethernet controllers, specific
communication controllers, plug-in modules, and FPGAs to special PROFINET ASICs. Device
certification guarantees the problem-free interaction of these many different device implementations in
machinery and equipment.

Components of PROFINET device development

To support device manufacturers in the efficient integration of PROFINET interfaces in 
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products, PI has drafted the guideline PROFINET Field Devices:
Recommendations for Design and Implementation that recommends a series of steps and includes
information about the individual steps. Whether a new PROFINET device is being developed or a
PROFINET interface is being added to an existing device, the guideline provides guidance to
development personnel for these tasks. The extensive information and recommendations in the guideline
are formulated as best practices for the reader who already knows PROFINET or is totally new to the
subject.

All disciplines involved must collaborate to develop intelligent products that meet industrial
requirements. These include mechanics, hardware, software, project management, product management,
and last but not least, marketing. This guideline addresses all these topics that are relevant in the context
of development of a PROFINET interface. It also references sources with detailed information on relevant
subjects. It thus applies to everyone involved in development – no matter whether they work in different
departments or whether all functions are executed in a dual role. Fast, successful development is only
possible when all aspects are taken into consideration.
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PROFINET field device development topics

The development process starts with the analysis of customer requirements for a PROFINET field device
or interface, which may differ depending on the field of application and industry sector and must
therefore be defined with certainty in advance. The PROFINET Profiles, Conformance Classes, and
Application Classes support this analysis. This step is critical both for market acceptance and for cost
effectiveness.

In the run-up to the actual development, decisions must also be made about the hardware and software
implementation. These are determined by the necessary functionality/performance (e.g., device model,
diagnostics, I&M, asset management, RT/IRT, time synchronization/sequence of events, integration of
fieldbuses such as PROFIBUS) and influence the selection of the suitable basic technology (e.g., software
stack on microcontroller, ASIC, FPGA, communication module, etc.). For support of the decision-making
process regarding available implementation options, the guideline references the PI brochure
"PROFINET Technology – The easy way to PROFINET.”

In the next development step, the data-related description of the PROFINET field device must be
generated via a GSD file. It plays a key role in the engineering phase, is very important for ease of use of
the engineering tool, and is essential for efficient certification. Every PROFINET field device must be
certified in order to prevent incompatibilities. The guideline presents the individual process steps. Finally,
information concerning the life cycle of a device is provided. This includes issues such as added
functionality, hardware and software changes, compatibility, etc.

Looking at the future, it must be noted that we are currently at the start of a new era. In regard to Industrie
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4.0 in particular, we can expect additional concepts and developments, new devices, functions, and
combination as well as new ideas that are not yet conceivable today. Nevertheless, users can be certain
that the same rules for reliability will apply to future devices as applied to the very first PROFIBUS
product.

Quality monitoring of PROFINET implementations

An essential building block for the success of PROFIBUS and PROFINET technologies is the high
quality of products. Users around the world can rely on the fact that devices and components will not only
function but will meet expectations, in particular, for the interaction in automation systems. This means:
all PROFIBUS and PROFINET devices are not only developed according to defined specifications but
are also tested for practical suitability in precisely described test scenarios. The tests are standardized,
reproducible, and easy to apply. And they apply to all PROFIBUS and PROFINET communication
standards, the related integration technologies, such as GSD or FDI, profiles for device families (e.g.,
process-related field devices PROFIBUS PA and Remote IO), special applications (e.g., PROFIsafe and
PROFIenergy), and accompanying measures such as security specifications.

This is also the basis for many product development processes of the manufacturers of devices,
communication and control system components, as well as associated engineering tools. To ensure that
quality standards are met, compliance with the specifications must be checked in the products.

To fulfill all these tasks, PI has a framework for development and maintenance of specifications,
preparation and implementation of testing, and organization of certificate granting. It includes the
complete quality management process from requirements and specifications to recertification of products.

PI Test Labs are responsible for certification of products with PROFIBUS and PROFINET interfaces. In
this way, the standard conformity and interoperability with other products of various manufacturers can
be guaranteed. Their problem-free use in a common plant is thus possible. Certification is mandatory for
PROFINET products.

PI is currently working on a powerful new PROFINET test tool for use during development in the
accredited PI Test Labs for certification of PROFINET interfaces.

An example of this is a newly provided function that has already been incorporated in the test procedures
and that stems from experience gained with large PROFINET networks. In plants with many nodes, an
unforeseen elevated network load can occur during commissioning, as well as during operation. The
available nodes must be able to process this unusual load. Otherwise, it leads to reduced plant availability
due to failure or malfunction of devices. It is difficult for operators to predict such scenarios since the
probability of a high data volume is dependent on the system. The reason is that the data traffic is
determined by cyclic and acyclic data exchange as well as the event-driven data volume. With the help of
the Security Tester Level 1, such a Denial of Service can already be simulated in advance. The field
devices are tested under stress conditions to simulate an unpredictable load and, thus, to minimize device
failures. The test relating to the network load is an example of how requirements of end users – here the
automotive industry – flow into the test procedures.
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With the growing application areas of PROFINET technology, it is only logical that other function tests
will also be added in the future. Users will also benefit here from a well thought out approach: each new
version of the test tool will be separately released for use by a defined committee. Upgrades of the test
system are being planned for Hannover Fair and for SPC IPC Drives. In this way, PI provides device
manufacturers a reliable planning transparency. Of course, device manufacturers do not have to change
abruptly to the latest version. The previous version will remain valid another year in each case.

Plugfests provide another opportunity for monitoring development quality. PI has been holding these
events in Germany for years and is in the process of establishing them in other countries and regions
where manufacturers develop products. The first of these took place in the USA in August 2016.  For one
thing, representatives of different industries participate in the Plugfests. For another thing, different
product types (controllers, I/O devices, drives, valve blocks, sensors, etc.) are combined into one system.
The goal is to test real-world interaction with a wide range of products of different manufacturers under
controlled conditions. Important in this regard is that periodic prototypical implementations of products
with integrated basic technologies of different suppliers are brought to bear before these products come
together at the end user. This brings a high level of interoperability to plants from the outset. This
experience benefits not only manufacturers in the development of their products but also the certification
tests and test procedures.

Safety for product developers

Certification does not release the manufacturer from responsibility for its device. Accordingly, these tests
by PI cannot check the accuracy of a field device, the agreement between setpoint and actual value, or the
quality of a product. Equally, safety-relevant tests must be accepted by the corresponding test
organizations. But the test by an independent test lab provides additional assurance of the development of
field devices and other components. Developers have had very positive experiences with this, while
proceeding strictly according to the PROFINET specification for the development. Generally, the official
certification then no longer poses a problem. Rather, users can count on solid implementation of
PROFINET and subsequent problem-free operation.

Author: Dr. Peter Wenzel, Managing Director of PI Germany (PROFIBUS
Nutzerorganisation e.V.)

  

_______________________________________________
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IO-Link: Did You Know

by Carl Henning - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/io-link-did-you-know-16/

Did you know that all well-known chip manufacturers offer chips for IO-Link devices or masters?

All parties involved were brought in for development of IO-Link from the beginning. It appears that this
was the right way to achieve standardization in the lowest device level. More than 100 companies
worldwide have now implemented the IO-Link standard in their components. These include chip
manufacturers that help to support the idea of IO-Link. Accordingly, over ten manufacturers have already
listed their products. These offer a suitable chip for every device class, ranging from simple
drivers/transceivers to microcontrollers. Several manufactures have also integrated IO-Link in their
system or network controllers.

In many cases, intelligent sensors already have integrated microcontrollers so that only the very lean stack
has to be integrated for expansion with IO-Link. For these devices, many manufacturers officer
transceiver chips that can be easily integrated even in the tiniest sensors thanks to their low power loss
and compact dimensions.

For the IO-Link masters, partial integrations (stack or portions of the stack with physical interface) all the
way to complete integrated solutions (microcontroller plus stack) are available. This even includes
integration of the IO-Link master interface in network controllers. The user can then provide IO-Link
worldwide for every relevant fieldbus system.

From distance measurements using highly complex sensors, from small- and medium-sized companies to
corporate groups, from the chip to the controller – the support of IO-Link by many manufacturers not
only ensures the highest quality and a broad functionality for a wide range of industries, but it also
ensures reliability with respect to planned investments.

IO-Link 

_______________________________________________
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Industrial Network Longevity

by Carl Henning - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/industrial-network-longevity/

Secure and stable networks form the basis of high performance industrial communication. The only
chance for their longevity is that they remain in perfect working condition. Is this currently the case?

Image 1: VORTEX 2016

VORTEX 2016 (Image 1) for the first time delivers a comprehensive appraisal of the status of industrial
networks across technologies and countries. This knowledge base is the result of a total of 677
measurements, for which Indu-Sol was commissioned in 2015.

Image 2: Qualification tests and troubleshooting

Image 3: Reason for use by technology (+ Chart
Calls/Share)
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On the basis of 400 fault diagnoses and 277 field tests for checking the proper installation and stability of
communication (qualification tests, Image 2), a clear picture emerges: Factors in the production
environment as well as the duration of operation of machines and systems, often extending into several
years, which are equipped with proven technologies such as PROFIBUS are already resulting in
symptoms of "old age" (Image 3). In order to continue to guarantee their operational availability, it is
necessary to provide for the permanent monitoring of the network status for early identification of any
degradation in quality of telegram traffic.

For more recent technologies such as PROFINET, the focus among other things is on the issue of an
advantageous network structure as required by efficient data communication and also on the selection of
the best update rate according to one's own purposes. Moreover, there is strong demand for information
across all technologies on guaranteeing the electromagnetic compatibility of industrial machines and
systems.

The large number of field tests depicts one portion of the worldwide market for products and services
offered for the maintenance of industrial networks, and this market is growing continuously – especially
considering developments towards Industry 4.0. In light of this, the mission at present and for the future
is: In order to guarantee global economic competition, comprehensive solutions must be available which
are able to ensure the long-term stable functioning of the lifelines of our industrial communication. This
process and its effects will also play an important role in future issues of VORTEX, which from now on
will be released annually.

Download VORTEX or browse online at http://www.indu-sol.com/en/products/catalogue-
request/#VORTEX 

_______________________________________________
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Regional News - October 2016

by Carl Henning - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/regional-news-october-2016/

News from Australia and India: PI Australia held their annual member meeting and looked back at the
year’s achievements, including a new membership high. PI India demonstrated a seamless multivendor
system at SPS Automation India 2016.

PI Australia

As with its client base, Profibus Australia’s 2015 was defined by industrial transformation and a focus on
innovation, its recent Annual General Meeting noted.

The event, held at Burkert Fluid Control Systems on August 25, saw attendees reflect on a raised profile
for the organization during the year. Chairman Rafael Koenig put this down to PAA’s innovation-focused
marketing initiatives over recent years.

Most notable achievements have been the launch of Zenith Awards’ Best Fieldbus Application in
partnership with PACE, the launch of Fieldbus Forum featuring nine experts from competing
communication protocols, plus the launch of the 2016 PROFINET & PROFIBUS Global Forum and the
‘Automation Innovation Summit’ held at the Australian Technology Park in May 2016.

“Our Industrial Communication Networks are playing a significant role in the current digital
transformation,” said Koenig of manufacturers meeting the challenges of the future, which includes the
move to Industry 4.0.

“So it is incumbent on Profibus Australia to demonstrate a high degree of thought leadership if it
is to assist the companies that fall within our sphere of influence”.

The importance of innovation featured highly in 2015 - 2016, with an urgent national conversation
spurred on by the end of the mining boom, and including the release of the government’s National
Innovation and Science Agenda last December. The end of the commodities boom has forced Australia to
face declining standards of living unless productivity can be lifted. Innovation, unquestionably has to play
a role. According to CSIRO research, up to 60 per cent of Australia’s productivity growth overall is due
to innovation.

Fittingly, the adoption of industrial automation to lift productivity featured highly at the PROFIBUS &
PROFINET Global Forum and the Automation Innovation Summit in May 2016. For 2015/16, the mining
downturn was felt by PAA, as expected. As the 2015 AGM predicted they would be, PROFIBUS training
revenues were significantly down for the year. The 2015 financials saw gross training revenues fall
significantly due to the resources industry’s decline and cost-cutting efforts. Two straight years of profits
for PAA came to an end.
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Furthermore, hosting the highly-successful May 2016 PI Meeting, featuring global industrial
communications networks leaders from Profibus International, was a meeting of a caliber not to be seen
again here within a decade. It also meant increased planning, administration and promotional costs for
PAA.

The AGM also heard that the group’s membership reached an all-time high of 40.
PAA also announced the elected 2016 Executive and Marketing Committees.

Executive Committee
Rafael Koenig – PAA Chairman
Chris Hoey - PAA Treasurer
Andrew Dummett – PAA Secretary

Marketing Committee
Falk Hohmann (Siemens), John Ortika (Phoenix Contact), Patrick van Eybergen (TI2), Sean Smith
(E+H), Jason Mair (SICK), Jason Lee (GE Automation & Control), Jim Wallace (Balluff), Kaveh Fanian
(P+F), Robert Klicek (Weidmuller), Rafael Koenig (Pentair), Chris Hoey (Burkert Fluid Control
Systems) and Andrew Dummett (Adshop).

PI India

PI India participated in SPS Automation India 2016 at Ahmadabad, Gujarat. The exhibition served as the
ideal platform for showcasing leading process automation technology and innovations. As innovations are
imperative for every industry to keep pace with the changing world, with technology rapidly advancing
and further fueled by "Make in India" effort initiated by the Government of India. The event saw visitors
from Gujarat and nearby states in India coming from different backgrounds such as End User, OEM,
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System Integrator, service provider, trader, and education.

The booth focused on promoting PROFIBUS and PROFINET Technology and showcased the support
available from exhibiting members. The demonstration system showcased the smooth and seamless
integration of the devices from various manufacturers on a common platform.

Profichip and UL Group showcased their solution basket. The Siemens corner focused on a new range of
PROFIBUS and PROFINET based PLC and DCS Systems represented by their Mumbai and Ahmedabad
marketing team. Profichip, Germany was represented by their International Sales Manager showcasing
their advanced chipset technology for implementation of any digital fieldbus communication such as
PROFIBUS or PROFINET using ASICs. The UL Group is the PI Competence Center (PICC) in India.
Their corner was represented by the marketing and support team from Pune and Ahmedabad. They
demonstrated a wide variety of PROFIBUS and PROFINET products made available from companies
represented by them. They also showed readily available network diagnostic services support and
trainings. This diversity on the same platform left a good impression on all the visitors about the support
system available in India to all the technology users. 

_______________________________________________
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Product News - October 2016

by Carl Henning - Monday, October 03, 2016

http://profinews.com/2016/10/product-news-october-2016/

The product news this month is from MESCO Engineering and Weidmüller. MESCO’s Software Library
simplifies the development of safe drives in accordance with IEC 61800-5-2. Weidmüller “u-remote”
provides safe, digital I/O modules for PROFIsafe with integrated protection and precise diagnostics in a
small format. Click on the headline for details.

MESCO Engineering

During the development of safe drives a substantial portion of the effort (and costs) involved can be
attributed to the implementation of safety functions.
MESCO Systems has put together many safety-related functions in one software library. It can be
universally deployed and thus allows drive manufacturers to significantly reduce their development costs
and shorten development times. Read more...

Weidmüller

 In producing the two safety modules “4DI/4DO” and
“8DI” for connection to PROFIsafe, Weidmüller is continuing to build on its “u-remote” remote I/O
system, which already has a firm foothold on the market. The two new and innovative safety modules
complement the existing safe power-feed modules of the “u-remote” system. Learn more... 

_______________________________________________
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